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1. Case report
A 60-year-old gentleman fell while walking. He struck his face
against a wall. He was taking warfarin for atrial ﬁbrillation. The
patient sustained multiple facial fractures. On arrival at the
Emergency Department a compromised airway (haemorrhage)
and a GCS of 12 prompted rapid sequence intubation. Gauze-
impregnated with B.I.P.P. was inserted to the nasal cavity to help
control haemorrhage. Interpretation of a CT of head/facial bones
was complicated by spray artefact from the B.I.P.P. (see Fig. 1).
Lesson: Discretion should be employed in cases using B.I.P.P. if
further imaging is required. Alternatives such as the Epistat or
Foley catheter may be considered.
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Fig. 1. CT brain (soft tissue windows) demonstrating spray artefact as a result of
B.I.P.P. placed into the nasal cavity.
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